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At the end of Year 9 you will have
completed your Key Stage 3 National
Curriculum courses. In Year 10 you will
start Key Stage 4. Now is the time to
consider which option courses you wish
to study to GCSE examination level over
the next two years.

In Key Stage 4 some subjects are
compulsory. All students must take
English, Maths, Double Award Science as
well as the new Welsh Baccalaureate
and Welsh to GCSE. PE and RE are also
statutory. The remaining subjects are
selected from the various option blocks.

It is a difficult decision to make. Not only
will the courses you decide to take
determine the work you do in school but
they could also influence your career
possibilities.

At the moment you may not be sure
about the work you eventually want to
do. Even if you do know you may change
your mind over the next few years. It
does make extremely good sense for you
to choose a range of subjects that will
give you a flexible and balanced course.
The way we have arranged the core
subjects helps you to do this.

How should | choose my

options?

Good reasons for making a particular
choice are because you like a subject,
because you are good at it or because
you will need it for your future job. Do
not take a subject just because you like a
particular teacher — they may not teach
you next year. Also avoid taking a
particular subject just because most of
your friends have chosen it.

You will need to think carefully about
your choices. You will need to discuss
your options with your parents. You
might want to speak to a careers advisor
in which case please see Mr D McKenzie.
You can also access further information
via the Careers Wales website
www.careerswales.com If the subject
you want to study is new to you, you
may want to talk to the teacher of that
subject. If you or your parents have any
problems at all, please do not hesitate to
contact Miss K Alexander (01492
532025). There will be an opportunity to
hear about any new subjects in the Year
9 Parents Evening on Tuesday 7t
February.

For pupils in Year 9, the choosing of option subjects is an extremely
important task. Great care and thought must be put into the process



http://www.careerswales.com/

Not only will your choices determine the work you do over the next two years, but also it

could influence your career possibilities

What will You Study?

You already know that some of the subjects you will study are compulsory. These are known as the core
subjects. The following table shows you how many lessons of these subjects you will have a week

Subject Number of lessons
English

Maths

Double Award Science
Welsh

PE

RS*

RIN[fWO|W|W

NB GCSE Examinations in RS and PE may also be taken as optional subjects

*Core RS is compulsory. During the lessons students are prepared for the short course examination,
which is the equivalent of an extra half GCSE subject.

The remaining twelve lessons of the week are made up from the optional subjects. Each optional
subject is taught for 3 lessons a week. The options are organised into the blocks, which are shown on
the table overleaf. You need to select one option from each block. Needless to say you cannot take the
same subject in two blocks. The Welsh Baccalaureate must be selected in any one of the option blocks.

Please note: Due to the similarity in the content of some of the course you should not take both
ICT AND Computer Science.




Languages Option Humanities Option Open Option Mixed Option
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
Drama Geography Business Studies Art
Or Or Or Or
French History Drama Business Studies
Or Or Or Or
German ICT Food & Nutrition Geography
Or Or Or " Or .
Leisure & Tourism Welsh Baccalaureate Graphics Computer Studies
or or Or Or
Welsh Baccalaureate Level 2 Construction IcT Media Studies

or Or
Or Music Child Development
Level 2 Construction

Or

Fashion and Textiles

Or
Welsh Baccalaureate

Or
Level 2 Construction

Or
Philosophy and Ethics

Or
GCSE PE

Or
Product Design

Or
Engineering

Or
Welsh Baccalaureate

Or
Level 2 Construction

Remember, the Welsh Baccalaureate must be taken in one block. It is a core subject.




When you are making your choices you should use all the

available resources to help you. Don’t decide to take a subject
just because your friends are taking it

This booklet is designed to help you in making your choices.

You will find the content of each subject outlined on the following
pages.

You will also find at the bottom of each subject description a teacher or
group of teachers who will be able to help you. You could also ask your
present class teacher.

As you read through this booklet have a piece of paper and a pencil with
you. You may have questions to ask. Write down any questions you
have — so you don’t forget

You must select your options using the Careers Wales website
www.careerswales.com which can be accessed through the schools
website.

What do | do now?

Discuss your choices with your parents
Select one subject from each option block

Decide which is your second choice in each block. This will be
used if there are insufficient numbers in a subject area to allow
your first choice subject to run

Select your options online using the Careers Wales website
www.careerswales.com. The deadline for option completion is
Friday 10t March 2017.

10t March
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Art and Design/Fine Ar

__Celf a Dylunio

GCSE ART offers you a fantastic opportunity to extend your passion for Art and
appreciation of artworks. During this exciting visual communication course, you
will further develop greater personal expression and creativity.

You will explore a great range of processes and techniques and investigate the
creative processes of key artists, linked to set themes enabling you to create
your own works of Art. You will experience a range of lesson approaches
including practical demonstrations and workshops. You will have the
opportunity to create work in drawing and painting, printmaking, digital
photography and computer generated art and sculpture, spread over the 2 year
course. This is a linear qualification consisting of a coursework portfolio and
practical exam.

T IWork
g i

Assessment:
Career Opportunities Coursework = 60%

E =409
This course provides a creative grounding and xam %

appropriately leads you to A level and beyond
to a whole plethora of fantastic career
opportunities. Viable and rewarding careers in

Work will be assessed on:
-Drawing and recording from
experience and observation

Art include opportunities within commercial -Artist links and influence on
and industrial applications. practical work

Popular careers include: Painter, Sculptor, -Development of ideas through
Animator, Graphic Designer, Ceramicist, media and processes

Jeweller, Architect, Fashion and Textile -Personal response in final piece

Designer, Interior Designer, Photographer,
Film Producer, Illustrator and many more. Just

look around you; every aspect of life, from Further information
clojch(.es.to buildings, books to cars, contains from Mrs M

artistic input at some level. . .

All Art careers demand commitment, Millington-Cassidy
perseverance, originality, good Head of Art

communication skills and good qualifications
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GCSE Business
TGAU Busnes

Why Choose Business Studies?

Business is all around us and choosing business studies will not only equip you with the
skills for future employment, but it will help develop a wide range of transferrable skills
that will be really useful elsewhere. These include: problem solving, decision making
and a range of mathematical applications. Not only will you be able to talk about
making a profit, you will be able to produce the profit and loss account yourself!

Do you enjoy watching programmes such as “Dragon’s Den” and “ The Apprentice”,
would you be interested in finding out what makes a business successful or do you have
ambitions to set up your own business? If the answer is yes, the Business Studies

could be for youl!

What will you study? — You will study a wide range of business related topics including:

Year 10

Introduction to Business — different types of businesses and how they are formed
Marketing — how firms promote themselves and carry out market research
People — how businesses are managed and how staff are motivated

Year 11
Finance — How do businesses obtain finance and control the money coming in and out
of the business
Production — should firms locate in the UK or overseas? What impact is globalization
having on businesses?
External Environment — How does taxation affect businesses? What are the main types
of legislation and how do they affect how a business is run?

Assessment
The subject content will be assessed across two examination papers

Unit 1 : Business World
Unit 2: Business Perceptions

Future Opportunities

Business will provide the basis for the study of a number of subjects at Advanced level
and complement well with other subjects such as Mathematics, Geography and
Modern Foreign Languages.

Many degree courses offer business or a range of business related courses from
Accountancy and Finance to Fashion Management, Marketing and Business and
Politics.

Did you know Business Graduates are among the highest paid graduates W
leaving University?
Further information from Mrs M Hanlon, Head of Business Studies

h

en
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Drama

GCSE Drama is a course for students who want to develop their acting and
performance skills. It involves both practical and written work and aims to
develop your confidence in group work and performance on stage. You must
have an interest in both performance and theory of Drama as some of the
course requires study of plays and written evaluations. You will be expected
to perform in front of an audience regularly. You will develop in the following
areas:

analysis and study of drama

texts practical skills

responding to stimulus

evaluation of own and others’ performance

technical and historical aspects of drama, including the study of
theatre practitioners

an enjoyment of live theatre

Topics covered:
During the course you will cover the following areas:

improvisation and theatrical genres
scripted and devised performance
Theatre

practitioners

evaluation of own performance
exam on set text

You will also be involved in Assemblies, Evening Performances and
Concerts and will be expected to perform in front of an audience.

Assessments:
Assessment will be both written and practical:
| practical assessment of 2 performances, one scripted and one devised.

@ evaluation of own performances (coursework & exam)
@ written examination based on one set text

Careers Opportunities:
Links to furthering Drama/Theatre Studies; Performing Arts; public speaking.

Further information
from: Mrs H Blackwell

s103lgns jeuondp




Fashion & Textiles
Tecstiliau a Ffasiwn

This is an innovative course aimed at pupils who wish to develop their skills and
understanding of various textile and fashion styles through practical and
theoretical application. The content will include elements of painting and
drawing in order to then interpret these images into textile decoration, fashion
design and interior design. Students are expected to provide clear evidence of
the use of ICT and digital photography. Research into current fashion trends
and designers is a large part of any investigations.

Topics covered

Candidates should demonstrate an expressive, decorative or functional response
through the use of fabrics, dyes and fibres from two or more of the following activities:

¢ fashion studies ¢ garment making, body adornment, accessories
¢ domestic textiles e stagecraft, theatre and costume design
¢ surface decoration e textile sculpture
& embroidery
¢ Knitting & crochet o felt making, silk painting

Career Opportunities Assessment:

Fashion Design, Costume & Theatre Design,
Interior Design, International Fashion Buying &
Marketing, Fashion Buyer, Fashion Marketing, Coursework 60%
Fashion Journalism, Fashion Photography, Exam 40%
Textile Design, Textile Technology, Surface
Pattern Design.

Students who wish to further their studies can

progress to Advanced Level in Fashion & Further information
Textiles. from:

This course is suitable for both male and

female students. Mrs L Kerfoot-Robson

s103lgns jeuondp




Food & Nutrition 77
Bwyd a Maeth

The WIJEC GCSE in Food and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge, understanding
and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy
eating.

This is practical food course and as such, requires the purchase of ingredients on a
weekly basis in order to fulfil the requirements of the course. Pupils will also need the
opportunity to cook in their own time to improve their cooking skills, trial recipes and
prepare for the practical examinations.

Core modules:
1) Food commodities — pupils will have to demonstrate safe cooking skills by
Planning, preparing and cooking a variety of foods.

2) Principles of Nutrition — pupils will develop their understanding of food
nutrition.

3) Diet and Good health — pupils must understand the relationship between diet,
nutrition and health including the physiological and psychological effects of poor
diet and health.

4) Where food comes from — pupils will develop an appreciation of the economic,
environmental, ethical and socio cultural influences on food availability,
production processes, diet and health choices.

5) The science of food — pupils must demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of food science.

6) Cooking and food preparation — pupils will have to explore a range of ingredients
and processes from different culinary traditions to inspire new ideas or modify
existing recipes.

Career Opportunities :
Hospitality and Catering is Britain’s fourth largest industry and accounts for around
10% of the total workforce.

The specification builds upon the subject content which is typically taught at Key
Stage 3 and provides a suitable foundation to the study of Food and Nutrition at Level
3.

Assessment:
Controlled Assessment: 60%
Practical Exam: 40%

Further information from:
Miss E Owen

s103lgns jeuondp
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French
Ffrangeg

The French GCSE Course aims:

To develop the ability to communicate in French
To form a sound base for further study, work and leisure
To offer insight into French-speaking culture

To encourage positive attitudes to foreign-language learning and to
speakers of foreign languages

Topics covered

The GCSE Course further develops the knowledge, skills and understanding
acquired in Key Stage 3.

The following areas are covered:

9 Identity & Culture (lifestyle, customs, youth culture)

1 Wales & the World (home & locality, French and French speaking
countries, global sustainability)

9 Study and future employment (current study, world of work, jobs and
future plans.

Method of Assessment

Listening (25%) Reading (25%) Writing (25%) and Speaking (25%)
All skills are assessed at either Foundation or Higher Tier.
The Speaking is carried out by the class teacher and assessed By WJEC

Career opportunities

For those interested in using French in the future, opportunities for further
study are available through A-Level courses in Years 12/13. The ability to speak
a Modern Language is becoming more valuable in all areas of working life
(Banking, Business, Law and especially Leisure and Tourism). If you have a
knowledge of French, you are in a very strong position in a competitive job
market. Relatively few pupils learn French and those who do are in demand.

Further information
From Miss | Williams, Head of French

s103lgns jeuondp
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Geography
Daearyddiaeth

As Michael Palin said “Without Geography youQ @&direction in life.”

Geography helps you to be more aware of the everyday life and problems of the people who

live around you, in other parts of Wales and the United Kingdom and across the world. When
you see magazine and TV reports about new shopping centres and factories, unemployment,

arguments about new roads, exciting changes or disasters in Asia and Africa, your Geography

course will help you to make sense of what is going on.

Topics covered
The course is split into 2 units covering 6 main themes.

Unit 1 — 40% Changing Landscapes (written exam 1 hour 30 minutes)

Theme 1: Changing physical and human landscapes:
Landscapes of Wales; Landform processes; Drainage Basins

Theme 2 : Rural-Urban links
RuratUrban links in Wales; Population and urban change, Urban issues @l Gltbs

Theme 3 : Tectonic hazards and landscapes
Tectonic processes, vulnerability and hazard reduction

Unit 2 - 40% Environment and Development issues (written exam 1 hour 30 minutes)

Theme 5 : Weather climate and ecosystems
Climate change on Quaternary period; Weather patterns and processes; Processes and
interactions within ecosystems, human activity and ecosystems

Theme 6 : Development and resource issues
Measuring inequalities; causes and ceqsences of uneven development; Water resource
management; Regional economic development.

Theme 8 : Environmental challenges
Consumerism and its impact on the environment, Management of ecosystems

*theme 4 and 7 have not been cten as optional themes.

Unit 3 — Fieldwork enquiry 20%

2 fieldwork studies will be carried out based on Key Questions set by WJEC. Assessment will be
Based on questions set by the exam board in a Non-Examination report to be written up in class.

Further information
From Mrs S Marriott, Head of Geography

s103lgns jeuondp
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German
Almaeneg

The German GCSE Course aims:

To develop the ability to communicate in German
To form a sound base for further study, work and leisure
To offer insight into German-speaking culture

To encourage positive attitudes to foreign-language learning and to
speakers of foreign languages.

Topics covered

The GCSE Course further develops the knowledge, skills and understanding
acquired in Key Stage 3.

The following areas are covered:

9 Identity & Culture (lifestyle, customs, youth culture)

1 Wales & the World (home & locality, Germany and German speaking
countries, global sustainability)

9 Study and future employment (current study, world of work, jobs and
future plans.

Method of Assessment

Listening (25%) Reading (25%) Writing (25%) and Speaking (25%)
All skills are assessed at either Foundation or Higher Tier.
The Speaking is carried out by the class teacher and assessed By WJEC

Career opportunities

For those interested in using German in the future, opportunities for further
study are available through A-Level courses in Years 12/13. The ability to speak
a Modern Language is becoming increaingly valuable in all areas of working life
(Banking, Business, Law and especially Leisure and Tourism). A lack of language
skills is considered to one of the main concerns of employers so if you have a
knowledge of German, you are in a very strong position in a competitive job
market. Relatively few pupils learn German and those who do are in demand.

Further information from
Mrs B Gordon, Head of German

s103lgns jeuondQ
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raphic Communication (%2

Cynhyrchion Graffeg

Graphic Communication is all about using Graphics to get over ideas, feelings, and
information in a really visual way. It can involve drawing, photography, calligraphy as well
as using computers to produce and manipulate images. It involves finding out about
Graphic Designers and their work and using their influences to produce Graphic work in a
range of areas from posters to CD covers, T Shirts to display stands and even magazines.

Techniques: Sketching, 3D drawing and shading, use of pencils and markers,
methods of presentation, image manipulation, typography
Materials: Use of graphic and modelling materials like paper, card,

foam board thermoplastics.

Use of Graphics:

How graphics are used within products to aid with advertising
and marketing.

ICT:

Use of Computer Aided Design software, presentation software,

DTP, ad Computer Aided Manufacture.

Typical Work

[ty
e »
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further step

Career opportunities: Assessment

As with other Design subjects, Coursework: 60%
experience in Graphic Communications Externally set

GCSE can help with careers like Product Assign ment: 40%

Design, Advertising and Graphic Design
as well as Architecture and Engineering.

At Sixth Form level Design and
Technology: Product Design is a useful MR M Sherry,

Further information from:

Head of Technology

14
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History
Hanes

“History is WHO we are and WHY we are the way we are.
Historyisnot just the past. H

Method of Assessments
1. Three examination papers worth a total of 80% of the final mark.

You will sit one paper at the end of Y10 and the other two at the end of Y11.
2. Controlled Assessment will total 20% of the final mark.

Topics covered

Depression, War and Recovery 1930-1951 25%
2. The USA 1910-1929 25%
3. Changes in Health and Medicine c1340 to the presentday  30%
4. Controlled Assessment: Working as a Historian 20%

Skills you will learn to develop
You will learn to:
 Use information effectively
9 Weigh up conflicting arguments — before coming to a decision
1 Beanalytical and critical about information
1 Understand how and why humans behaved as they did —and may behave
again in similar circumstances
1 How to debate and win arguments

Career Opportunities
We live in a rapidly changing world. Employers and Universities are looking for
people who are:

9 Independent thinkers

Open minded

9 Disciplined

 Good at problem solving

9 Able to pick out essential information from the trivial

History lends itself to a wide range of careers. It is a subject that is highly regarded
by Universities and employers because it provides evidence that you can think
logically and construct clear arguments.

Here are just some career areas: Law, Politics and political research, Publishing,
journalism, media and writing, Business & Commerce, Public Sector Management &
Charity Work.

Further information from Mrs J Abas, Head of Humanities

O
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Music
Cerddoriaeth

Do you play an Instrument or Sing and want to improve your performance
skills? Are you approximately Grade 2-3 standard? Can you already read
music notation?

Then this could be the course for you!

All students opting for this subject should be able to play an instrument to a
good standard (approximately Grade 2-3) and will have regular opportunities
to improve their solo and ensemble skills by taking part in class concerts. They
will also be expected to participate in one or more of the extra-curricular
activities that take place after school including Choir, Gospel Choir and
Orchestra.

Taking Music at GCSE level also gives you the opportunity to develop your own
creative skills through composition work. In this part of the course you will
compose two pieces; one of them will be based on a brief set by the WJEC
exam board, the other is a free composition which can be in a style that you
choose. For those of you who enjoy Music Technology, up to date software is
available for you to use too.

70% of the course is based on practical work and the production of written
evaluations of your performances ad composition work. The remaining 30%
comes from the listening exam taken at the end of the course which focuses on 4
areas of study: ‘Musical Forms’, ‘Music for Ensemble’, ‘Film Music’, and ‘Popular
Music’. Throughout the course you will study a wide range of musical works
ranging from a piece written by Henry Purcell in 1695 in the Baroque period to
the more modern sound of Oasis and Stereophonics.

A Qualification in GCSE Music gives you the chance to go on to study Music or
Music Technology at AS/A2 level. This can lead to future career opportunities
in the field of Performing Arts, Media Studies, Technology and teaching.

If you would like any further information about the GCSE Music course, please
contact:

Miss Brennan
Miss E Hammerton

s103lgns jeuondp
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GCSE PE
TGAU Addysg Gorfforol

The course is 50% Practical and 50% Theory.
There is an examination.

You should only consider GCSE PE if your participation in your PE practical lessons is
very good.

Key features

One full course specification with 3 practical activities assessed -

(one team game, 1 individual activity and 1 other activity)

Emphasis on practical skills, with 50% coursework

Focus on Factors affecting performance related to the physiology of exercise.

Design and undertake an 8 week personal fitness programme for your chosen major
activity.

Paper 1. Written paper 2 hours —50%
Paper 2. Practical activities — 50%

Candidates will be required to offer 3 activities from a wide range of practical
activities included in the course. You can also use some activities you do outside
school eg skiing.

Method of Assessment

PAPER I - 2 hours
Written examination - 50% of final mark.

PAPER II: Practical Skills
Practical - 45% Persona Fitness Programme - 5%

Career opportunities

Leisure Industry, Sports Science, Teaching, Physiotherapy.
BTEC Diploma in Sports Studies

GNVQ Leisure

OCR Cambridge Technical

Further information from Mr N Wilkinson — Head of PE

s103lgns jeuondp
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Religion & Philosophy
Crefydd ac Athroniaeth

Why Study Religion and Philosophy?

A GCSE in Religion and Philosophy will help you become more aware of what happens
every day around the world and make you question some of the big issues in life. You
will discover how religious beliefs affect the ways in which believers make decisions
about moral and ethical issues.

The course is also an excellent basis for moving on to an AS/A2 in the Philosophy
and Ethics of Religious Studies.

You will study the following topics:
Issues of Relationships, life and death, good and evil, human rights, study of Christianity
and one other religion.

This will help you learn about:
9 The approaches of Religion & Philosophy to some of the fundamental questions
about human existence.
9 The approaches of religion and ethics to some of the most important questions
about how people behave and why.
The approaches to Christian beliefs, teachings and practices.
The approaches to another religion and their beliefs, teachings and practices.

=a =4

You will learn the following skills:

How to interpret and evaluate pieces of information;

How to communicate and apply your knowledge;

How to describe and analyse the key features of the religions studied;
Critical thinking and problem solving.

=A =8 =49

Method of Assessment
Formal examination: 100% - Two Papers

Career opportunities:

9 Many subjects go well with Philosophy and Ethics: for example English,
History and Geography.

9 Religion and Philosophy can be a useful complement to a Science
subjects.

T As with any subject in the area of Humanities, the skills developed in
Religion and Philosophy are particularly useful for careers in law,
education, politics, medicine, administration or the media.

Further information from:
Mrs C Davies
Head of Religious Studies

s103lgns jeuondp
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Product Design L
Dylunio Cynnyrch

Product Design is everywhere. We all use & desire products; they make our lives
easier, safer and more fun. On this new course you will:

U Design products from concept to final production.

U Consider and investigate the market you are targeting

U Research, design and make products such as lights, MP3 player docking
stations, children’s toys & jewellery.

U Learn about the materials you can use and how they can be shaped.

U Analyse avariety of products, looking at how they are designed trying to guess
what the designer thinking was and what innovative features make the
product stand out.

U Learnvaluable project & time management skills.

U The Major Project in Year 11 will account for 60% of your final mark

Career Opportunities Assessment:

This course is an excellent foundation for
those pupils who wish to pursue either an Project 60%
A Level or an AS Level in Design and 0

Technology; Product Design. Exam 40%

This forms a strong foundation for those

who wish to follow a career in either

technical or creative professions such as Further information

the Building Industry, Engineering, from:
Mechanics, Architecture, Product Design
as well as Graphic Design or Stage/ Mrs Owen or Mr Sherry

Television/Theatre Design.

s103lgns jeuondp
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
CYFRIFIADURO

GCSE in Computer Science

This carefully planned course gives students a real, in-depth, understanding of how
computer technology works. It offers an insight into what goes on “behind the scenes”,
including hardware, software, networking and programming, which many students find
absorbing.

Through this qualification students can

9 Develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and how
they work.

I Look at the use of algorithms in computer programs.

9 Develop computer programs to solve problems.

9 Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/solutions and the impact of
computer technology in society.

Why choose GCSE Computer Science?

1 It's a great way to develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills
which can be transferred to further learning and to everyday life.

9 Students who want to go on to higher study and employment in the field of
computer science will find it provides a superb stepping stone.

The Units

I Understanding Computer Science (examination —45%)
9 Solving problems using computers (on-screen examination — 30%)
9 Developing computer solutions (controlled assessment — 25%)

Methods of Assessment

The course is assessed through one written examination paper, one on-screen examinatior
and one controlled assessment set by the examination board.

Career Opportunities

The course will enable students to broaden their logical and analytical skills ready for
studying A Level Computer Science in Years 12 and 13.

Further Information from

Mr Lloyd Head of ICT
Ms Sime

s103lgns jeuondp
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WIEC GCSE in ICT

A course in Information and Communication Technology offers a unique
opportunity in the curriculum for students to identify and solve real problems

by designing information and communication systems in a wide range of contexts
relating to their personal interests. Information and Communication Technology
develops candidates' interdisciplinary skills and their capacity for imaginative,
innovative thinking, creativity and independence.

Topics Covered

The course is made up of four units of work. Two written paper with two
controlled coursework units over the two year course.

The units covered are:

Understanding ICT - 20% - written exam

Solving Problems with - ICT 30% - coursework

ICT in Organisations - 20% - written exam

Developing Multimedia ICT Solutions - 30% - coursework

= =4 =4 -4

Methods of Assessment

The course is assessed through the completion of course work, and 2 written
Examinations. The final qualification awarded is a GCSE and is graded in the
following ways A*, A, Bor C

Career Opportunities

This course provides a sound understanding of the main areas of information and
communication technology and naturally leads on to the Level 3 ICT course within
the Sixth Form. Potential career opportunities are varied due to the fact that
almost all organisations require information technology to function efficiently.

Further Information from
Mr Lloyd Head of ICT

Mr Hodges

Ms Hughes

Ms Sime

23
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GCSE MEDIA STUDIES -
TGAU ASTUDIAETHAU’R CYFRYNGAU

The media is a huge and powerful force which has a huge 24/7 impact on your
lives. It is all around you, every day, everywhere, all the time. Often without
you even noticing, many very cleverly constructed media texts work their
magic on you and determine how you view and experience reality, be it a
suggestive music video, a biased newspaper article, a highly persuasive TV
advert, or some other media artefact.

This course will allow you to gain an understanding of how these media texts
are produced and consumed, and how they impact upon our culture

and society in the 21% Century. Drawing on the 4 Key Media Concepts

of Language, Institution, Audience and Representation, you will

develop your abilities to analyse AND create a wide variety of media

texts. Insights into various media industries will give you a first-hand
experience of how media products are made and how audiences are
targeted. You will then respond to realistic industry briefs in order to
produce your own print, audio, audio-visual and multimedia pieces.

TOPICS COVERED

Unit 1: Exploring the media exam (30%)
Section A: Music videos
Section B: Representation in the Media

Unit 2: Understanding TV and Film Exam (30%)
Section A: TV industry: audience/language/representation
Section B: Modern Hollywood Film: industry and audience

Unit 3: Production (40%)
Creating own production
Set by WIJEC topics, could include magazines, advertising and marketing

This course focuses on both academic writing and practical media productions across a
range of media such as film, social media, newspapers, the music industry and interactive
media. It investigates areas such as pre-production and marketing, alongside the key
concepts of representation, genre and narrative.

You will learn a wide range of skills relevant to the media industry and beyond, following
a course which encourages you to be creative and innovative.

There are no specific requirements for prior learning when considering this course,
though you will need to be reasonably competent with ICT.

For further information speak to Miss Dyke
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Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification/
Cymhwyster Bagloriaeth Cymru

A brief introduction to the course

The Welsh Baccalaureate is the flagship qualification for Welsh education. Aimed at developing
the essential skills for life from Literacy and Numeracy to Creativity and Innovation the Welsh
Baccalaureate has been designed to meet the needs of Employers, Colleges and Universities to
ensure students are able to move forward in whatever path they choose.

The Welsh Baccalaureate is made up of the Skills Challenge Certificate alongside supporting
qualifications. It is awarded at a National Level or Foundation Level.

In order to achieve the Welsh Baccalaureate at a National level students must achieve the Skills
Challenge Certificate (A*-C) and achieve grade A*-C in Maths or Numeracy and English Language
plus 3 other GCSE A*-C grades.

In order to achieve the Welsh Baccalaureate at a Foundation level students must achieve the
Skills Challenge Certificate (A*-C or Pass/Pass*) and achieve GCSE Maths or Numeracy and
English Language A*-G grade and 3 other GCSE A*-G grades.

Topics Covered

During Welsh Baccalaureate lessons students will complete the Skills Challenge Certificate.
There are 4 components to the Skills Challenge Certificate:

Enterprise and Employability Challenge

Global Citizen Challenge

Community Challenge

And a final research project:

The Individual Project

Assessment
At the end of each component students will submit a controlled assessment. The
qualification grade is calculated on the basis of these four components, these are weighted

Component Weighting
Individual Project 50%
Enterprise and Employability Challenge 20%
Global Citizen Challenge 15%
Community Challenge 15%

Careers Opportunities
The Welsh Baccalaureate has been designed to ensure that students leave school with the skills

necessary for life. Students will be able to use the skills gained here across all careers from
Medicine to Electricians and beyond. Where to get further information from.

Further information can be found at www.qualifiedforlife.org.uk or see Mrs Parkes in E25/ Welsh

Baccalaureate office
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Child Development (&2

Datblygiad Plentyn

The specification is designed to give you an opportunity to extend and apply your skills,
knowledge and understanding of the development and care of children from
conception to the age of five years within a variety of areas. It is aimed at students
who wish to work with or care for children and want to take their interest further.

Students will extend their design and technological capability and Key Skills throughout
the course. Their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking, creativity and
independence relating to their personal interest will also be developed.

There are two Controlled Assessment Tasks.
One will involve observing a child’s physical development over a period of time
and producing a study based on this research.
The second is an Exam Board set task based on either food or children’s toys.

This course promotes an understanding of the social, emotional, physical and
intellectual development of the child linked through the study of the family,
community and the responsibilities of parenthood. It will offer opportunities for
students to develop an understanding of citizenship and understanding of human
needs within society.

The Core Modules are:

Family and Child

Food and Health

Pregnancy

Physical Development
Intellectual Development
Social and Emotional Develop

Career opportunities Assessment:
You will develop the following transferable Exam — 40%
skills

Analysis Controlled Coursework

Practical skills Tasks - 60%
Observational skills

Research skills
These will help you to pursue a career within

the Care Industry or the profession of
Education. This course is also an excellent

foundation if you were to consider Health Further information
and Social Care as an 6™ form choice at Ysgol from
Eirias. Miss Owen
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Tourism Level 1/2 Award
Dyfarniad Lefel 1 / 2 Twristiaeth

Tourism

The Tourism industry is one of the world’s biggest and fastest growing
industries. It provides activities for people to enjoy during their leisure time.
You will learn that the industry is made up of many different organisations
ranging from Theme Parks and Leisure Centres to National Parks and Cinemas.
By studying Tourism you will understand the important part that it plays in
today’s society. It currently employs over three million people in the UK and is
worth £126.9bn to the economy.

Topics covered

The course is made up of three units of study that are completed over the two
years of the course. The topics covered include:

I Customer Experience
9 The Business of Tourism
9 Developing UK Tourist Destinations

Method of assessment
The course is assessed through the completion of controlled assessments and
an external examination. One of the controlled assessments will require a visit

to a tourist attraction such as Alton Towers.

Controlled Assessment — 75% Examination — 25%

Career Opportunities

This course provides a sound understanding of the main areas of Tourism and
naturally leads on to the Advanced Travel and Tourism course within the Sixth
Form. Potential career opportunities are varied due to the size and diversity
of the industry. These include work within Event Management, Hospitality,
Travel and many more areas.

Further information from

Mr M Davies
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Engineering 72

Peirianneg

100,000 new Engineering Professionals required per year until 2020!

GSCE Engineering will provide you with opportunities to link education and the world
of work in an engaging, relevant and very practical way. It will teach you how to read
technical drawings, how engineered products are designed and made and how to use
computers to create products using Computer Aided Design and Manufacture.

During the two years you will look at a variety of engineered products and learn how
they are designed, the type of materials they are made from and the processes used to
manufacture them. You will also visit engineering establishments to see engineering in
the real world. You will also have the opportunity to design your own engineered
products using the latest 3D modelling software.

Assessment:

Career opportunities
Exam —25% (1 hour)

The course is an excellent foundation for Controlled Coursework
pupils wishing to go onto study: Tasks — 75%

Engineering, Architecture and Design as
well as more vocational subjects such

Plumbing, Automotive Studies and
Building Services, etc.

Further information
from:
Mr. Sherry
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