


What are your options after sixth form?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxYtd-tuQhg This video is aimed at students who 
have just collected their A level results 

but includes information about the 
options available to you.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxYtd-tuQhg


The Options

• Take a Gap Year.

• Find an Apprenticeship.

• Get some work experience through 
volunteering.

• Find a job. 

• Resit exams.

• Complete a Further Education course. 



http://www.careerswales.com/en/jobs-and-training/job-seeking/i-need-
experience/volunteering/

http://www.careerswales.com/en/jobs-and-training/job-seeking/i-need-experience/volunteering/


Gap Year



https://www.careerswales.com/en/article/5323

https://www.careerswales.com/en/article/5323


Gap Year

What you could do:

• Travel. 

• Teach abroad.

• Volunteer to work on a project at home or 
abroad.

• Work in a paid position to save some money for 
university.

• Gain some unpaid work experience. 

• Undertake further study or training.



The Pros and Cons of a Gap Year

Pros:

• You may feel more motivated when you return to learning.  

• You may have the chance to work or study in an area related to your course.

• You may have the opportunity to travel, see new places and have new experiences. 

• If you decide on paid work you can earn some money to help finance your degree. 

• You could gain a sense of real personal achievement through your gap year activities. 

• A year of more independent living can mean that you are more mature when you begin university. 

• If you decide to work or volunteer you can gain new skills and develop existing ones. 

Cons:

• You may find it hard to settle back into your studies. 

• You may not be able to discipline yourself for independent study when you return. 

• It could be expensive, for example if you decide to travel or do unpaid work experience. 

• Your friends may go off to university while you will be a year behind them. 

• If you don’t spend it productively this could give employers a bad impression. 



Things to Consider

• If you want to take a gap year, you’ll need to decide 
what you want to do and then plan it carefully. 

• Make sure you understand your reasons for a gap year.
• Research the options so you make the right decisions.
• Gap year organisations can be helpful, but you don’t 

have to use one. 
• Set yourself goals, so you know what you want to 

accomplish in your year out. 
• Plan your finances, so you don’t get into debt. Think 

about how much you need to earn and/or how much 
you will spend. 



Work or Study Abroad



Apprenticeships

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aUhGk9urCuk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=90NL-aDCenw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUhGk9urCuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90NL-aDCenw


Some Facts

• Over 130,000 businesses across the UK offer 
Apprenticeships. 

• The number of apprenticeships has grown has risen 
by nearly 20% since 2010.

• You can gain a degree with an apprenticeship in 
subjects ranging from accountancy to law and 
engineering.

Source: Skills Training UK and www.theguardian.com/careers



Jobs Growth Wales

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
grBu-e8ZlEM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grBu-e8ZlEM


Find a Training Opportunity

Search the vacancy 
database on 

www.careerswales.com for 
Jobs Growth Wales, 

Apprenticeships and other 
vacancies.

careerswales.com/vacancies

Find a Training Opportunity

http://www.careerswales.com/


Vacancy Search

https://ams.careerswales.com/Public/Default.aspx?mode=vacancy

https://ams.careerswales.com/Public/Default.aspx?mode=vacancy




Jobs and Training page on careerswales.com

Check out our new 
apprenticeship page





Job Search
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29VNbJNK2Rs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29VNbJNK2Rs


Year 13 Timeline

2017 2018

September          December         January           February          March          April           May       June  July          August

If you’re interested in 
apprenticeships speak to 

your Careers Adviser 
from December onwards 

to find out more
Deadline for UCAS 

applications

Attend University or 
Job interviews

Exams begin

Start to think about 
your Career Plans
even if you have no 
intention of applying 
to University. 
Whatever you do 
will need planning in 
advance

Check the vacancies and apprenticeship  pages on 
careerswales.com on a weekly basis from December

Confirm 
your Options

A Level 
Results



Research
Why not carry on your research online by using these links?     
 

Careers Wales Website  -   www.careerswales.com 
Site Link Information 

www.careerswales.com/caree
rsearch 

 

Career Search – A wide range of job information at a 
glance 

www.careerswales.com/vacan
cies 

 

Vacancies – Our current job and Apprenticeship 
vacancies 

www.careerswales.com.jobm
atchingquiz 

 

Job Matching Quiz – Matches jobs to your interests 

www.careerswales.com/en/to
ols-and-resources/job-
information/  

Job Information – Leaflets, case studies and videos 
on 100’s of jobs 

www.careerswales.com/jobtr
ends 

 

Job Trends - Current and future demand for jobs by 
sector 

www.careerswales.com/en/yo
ur-career/features-
1/apprentice-employers/ 

 

View a list of some of the larger employers who take 
on apprentices 

 



Other Resources

Other Useful Websites 

www.ucas.com University course search

www.prospects.ac.uk Information on jobs and applying for university

https://www.gov.uk/jobsearch Job search

www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk National job and apprenticeship search

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk Search for apprenticeships, gap year, distance learning and jobs

www.yearoutgroup.org Gap year Information

www.gapadvice.org Gap Year Information

www.getingofar.gov.uk Apprenticeship information

www.businesswales.gov.wales/ Starting your own business

www.princes-trust.org.uk Starting your own business

www.volunteering-wales.net/ Volunteering opportunities

www.gwirvol.org/ Volunteering opportunities

http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/jobsearch
http://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.yearoutgroup.org/
http://www.gapadvice.org/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://www.businesswales.gov.wales/
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/
http://www.volunteering-wales.net/
http://www.gwirvol.org/


stephen.williams@careerswales.com

Contact Your Careers Adviser

Days in School: 
Usually Tuesday and Wednesday

Name: Stephen Williams

02920 846 692  /  07825 358 379

mailto:stephen.williams@careerswales.com

